A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
He was hardly felt to be a real king at all. He was not only
a usurper, but an open perjurer, and he was also, in the general
judgment, responsible for the murder of his cousin, the late
King. It was impossible under these circumstances that he
should have any general support or that he should regard
himself as thoroughly established as a legitimate monarch.
The true position has been distorted by two things. First,
Henry of Lancaster began to reign just at the moment when a
change in the general language had come, and English was
growing to be universal, so that the traditions of the old French-
speaking Plantagenet society were dimmed, and a sort of false
nationalism appears about the Lancastrian name. Secondly,
the second great usurpation in English history—that of the
Tudors—claimed in a remote fashion the Lancastrian tradition
as its own; therefore Tudor literature, and especially the plays
of Shakespeare, with their profound and increasing effect upon
English thought, emphasized and continued the Lancastrian
myth.
It may be asked why Henry of Lancaster committed these
appalling crimes in order to enjoy the revenues and prestige of
kingship when he was already the next legitimate heir to the
throne. It might seem that he had only to wait to make certain
of the succession in a more solid fashion by inheritance. The
English people certainly demanded a Plantagenet, and in the
struggle which might have ensued between the Lancastrian
house and the Mortimers (who were the heirs by strictly feudal
right and who had been nominated by Richard II) the Lan-
castrians would be bound to win. The principal motive which
' urged Henry of Lancaster to do what he did was the approaching
possibility of a direct heir to the throne. In a year or so the
French Princess whom Richard had married might bear a son,
and if that were to happen all the long scheming of the Lan-
castrian house to seize the monarchy would be in ruins.
Having thus secured power unjustly and hated by the
populace, the new King was forced to rely upon forces which
were his equals rather than his subjects; he had to ally himself
with the official Church, the great prelates, and notably Arundel,
who was now Archbishop of Canterbury, just at the moment
when the officialdom of the Church was beginning to lose the
affection of the people. He had to rely upon the great nobles
Tsdbo had supported him in his usurpation, and notably on the
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